
September 23–24, 2026 

A National Summit Hosted by CSSP

SUMMIT DAY ONE: SEPTEMBER 23, 11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM ET

TIME TITLE DESCRIPTION

11:00 – 

11:15 am et
Opening Welcome

Leticia Peguero, CSSP Board Chair, and Leonard Burton, CSSP President and CEO, 

will welcome participants to the day and set the stage for what to expect from the 

summit — highlighting our collective goal of advancing ideas that support families 

right now, while setting the stage for what is needed to build a more inclusive and 

supportive future for every family.

11:15 am – 

12:00 pm et

Fireside Chat: The 

Moment We Are In 

This session invites participants into a discussion with Khalil Muhammad, Professor 

of African American Studies and Public Affairs at Princeton University, where he 
directs the Institutional Antiracism and Accountability Project. Professor Muhammad 

will join us to share his thoughts on where we are as a country and why this is such 

a critical point for children and families. His remarks will be followed by a discussion 

with CSSP President and CEO, Leonard Burton.

12:00 – 

1:15 pm et

Panel 1: Cash and Caregiving: 

How Direct Cash Can 

Complement Other 

Policies to Support the 

Care of Young Children

The care of young children is essential work benefiting society for years to come, 
but families often struggle to afford the care arrangement that works best for them 
because care is not adequately or effectively supported. In this session, experts will 
discuss the role of direct cash in supporting caregiving  — the need, what we know 

about what works, and how to scale these policy solutions so that the care families 

want and need is within reach.

1:15 –  
1:30 pm et

BREAK

1:30 – 

2:45 pm et

Panel 2: Advancing 

Meaningful Prevention: 

Supporting Wellbeing 

for Children and Families 

Outside of Child Welfare

Prevention efforts should occur long before a crisis arises for families. In this session, 
experts will discuss opportunities to provide support to families when they need it, 

before a crisis occurs.

2:45 – 

4:00 pm et

Panel 3: Supporting Immigrant 

Children and Families: Meeting 

the Moment and Building 

Toward a Better Tomorrow

Immigration enforcement and exclusionary policies undermine the health and well-

being of families. In this session, experts will share policy solutions to ensure a future 

in which all children and families have access to the supports they need to be healthy, 

safe, and economically secure, along with cross-sector strategies to meet families’ 

urgent needs while mitigating harms in real time. 

4:00 – 

4:30 pm

Keynote: Our Responsibility 

to Do The Work

This session invites participants into a discussion with Markita Barideaux, Director 

of Behavior Health at EMBRACE Perinatal Integrated Care at the University of 
California, San Francisco. Markita will share what she has learned about what it takes 

to do work that is rooted in community, and our responsibility in this moment to 

design and implement policies that are responsive and meet the needs of families.

4:30 – 

4:40 pm
Spoken Word Closing

4:40 – 

4:55 pm
Closing Call to Action

Leonard Burton, CSSP President and CEO, and Juanita Gallion, Director of Capacity 

Building and Leadership Development, will close the day, sharing what is coming next 

in the day two working sessions and inviting participants to consider new ideas and 

approaches to support families now and in the future.



September 23–24, 2026 

A National Summit Hosted by CSSP

SUMMIT DAY TWO: SEPTEMBER 24, 1:00 TO 5:00 PM ET

TIME TITLE DESCRIPTION

1:00 – 

2:45 pm et
SESSION ONE

Option A

From Insight to Action: 

Building Stronger Early 

Childhood Systems through 

Cross-Sector Collaboration 

and Parent Leadership 

Building on decades of experience partnering with communities to improve 

outcomes for young children, CSSP will highlight lessons learned on engaging parent 

leaders and cross-sector partners to improve the quality and coordination of services 

and supports that better serve families with young children and their caregivers. 

Option B

Partnering for Impact: 

Proven Strategies to 

Elevate Parent and Youth 

Leadership in Policy Change

CSSP will share lessons learned from co-developing policy recommendations with 

parents and youth, along with practical tools that partners can adapt to maximize the 

impact on constituent engagement.

3:00 – 

4:45 pm et
SESSION TWO

Option A

Applying Developmental 

Principles in Practice: 

Using Protective Factors to 

Support Families and Youth

Using CSSP’s Strengthening Families and Youth Thrive frameworks, participants will 
explore approaches to promote the five protective and promotive factors and leave 
with a tool to support the factors in their work.

Option B 

Advancing Racial Justice 

for Children and Families: 

Child Welfare Systems as 

Part of the Solution 

Policymakers and system administrators have a choice to make in how families are 

served–they can prioritize supporting families early in their communities before a 

crisis occurs or focus on supporting families after a crisis has occurred, potentially 

resulting in family separation and unnecessary harm. Building on our work with child 

welfare systems across the country, CSSP will highlight concrete examples and 

strategies child welfare systems can implement with their partners to prevent family 

separation and better support families in their communities. 

See the full speaker list and register today 

https://events.zoom.us/ev/AsFwILSWwzAV0jghICYxScwD7UD8pTVNevitqrRJt4t5GiAePSOu~AlS8Ep51uiRhXAG-

bUdfA1wBXKos-dlmQVvxgWstFHTHWvFxdBaYfYf01sw

https://events.zoom.us/ev/AsFwILSWwzAV0jghICYxScwD7UD8pTVNevitqrRJt4t5GiAePSOu~AlS8Ep51uiRhXAGbUdfA1wBXKos-dlmQVvxgWstFHTHWvFxdBaYfYf01sw
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AsFwILSWwzAV0jghICYxScwD7UD8pTVNevitqrRJt4t5GiAePSOu~AlS8Ep51uiRhXAGbUdfA1wBXKos-dlmQVvxgWstFHTHWvFxdBaYfYf01sw

